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many strange paradoxes of history, endowed the country with
the reputation of a land of sanctuary.
Yet had Jean Longuet, that noble idealist, viewed the adven-
tures of his grandfather Karl Marx in a serious light, he could
have quoted him as an example of the regrettable fact that after
the " Liberalism " of Louis Philippe France had been in vain
trying to become the promised land of sanctuary for political
refugees, who, sooner or later, right down to our own times, were
invariably and without exception driven out or betrayed by the
inevitable rise of reactionary forces to power.
Heine and Boerne, who created this ever-persistent illusion
among persecuted intellectuals, especially among the Germans,
did enjoy sanctuary in the France of Louis Philippe and Napoleon
III, because they pursued a policy frankly pro-French and openly
anti-German. The heroes of the Polish uprisings were welcomed
with enthusiasm because the Liberal bourgeoisie supported their
cause (for it apparently implied the weakening of Russia) for
economic reasons which eventually dragged France into the
Crimean War.
Yet as soon as a real political refugee like Marx, a refugee
for social, not national reasons, dared to attack the bourgeoisie as
a class, as a one and indivisible whole, without giving a sop to
the French bourgeoisie by confining his venom exclusively to the
Prussians or the Metternichs, he was shamelessly driven out by
the myrmidons of the " liberal ** Louis Philippe. He went to
Britain, where this " dangerous " revolutionary was allowed to
work in peace and write his immortal work.
It is extraordinary to what extent a myth can persist, even
in intellectual " Left" circles, and how difficult it is to have the
true historical facts accepted.
Theoretically, it was certainly Napoleon who had given a fore-
most place to the right of asylum and established its modern
conception, but the man to give it practical expression with the
political backing of his country was an Englishman. Gladstone,
in a historic letter, dignified yet firmly worded, forbade the
Sultan to surrender the Hungarian national hero Kossuth to
Francis Joseph after the defeat of 1848.
The great difference between France and Britain is that
" Descartes' country" often changed her policy, yet always
found practical, said to be raisonnables explanations for the
change, while " Newton's country *' would spend a long time
considering how far the raisonnabie* said to be practical, policy
would affect the country's profoundly religious feelings and then
make no change.